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For information on services and supports for children, young people and families see 
Wexford CYPSC 

For information on parenting supports and programmes, see Wexford Parents Hub or 
access on Facebook 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wexfordcypsc.ie/
https://www.wexfordcypsc.ie/wexford-parents-hub
http://www.facebook.com/wexfordparentshub/
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SURVEY  

► Wellbeing Survey 
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REPORTS  

► South East Infant and Early Childhood Advisory Group Strategic Plan 
2026-2029 

 

Summary of Report 

 Understanding IECMH 

• Definition: The developing capacity of a child (birth to 6 years) to experience, 
regulate, and express emotions, form secure relationships, and explore their 
environment (p. 2). 

• Core Principle: Child mental health and parental well-being are intrinsically 
linked (p. 2). 

• Workforce Priority: Up-skilling staff makes economic sense, protects children's 
rights, and provides preventative early intervention to avoid poor lifelong health 
outcomes (p. 5). 
 

 Governance & Structure 
The strategy outlines a clear regional hierarchy to coordinate services across Carlow, 
Kilkenny, Tipperary, Waterford, and Wexford (p. 3): 

• South East National Healthy Childhood Programme Governance Group (p. 4) 
• South East IECMH Advisory Group: Formed in 2024 to provide overarching 

regional coordination, address service gaps, and guide strategic planning (pp. 3-
4). 

• County-Based Steering Groups: Focus on building local frontline service 
capacity (p. 4). 

https://www.wexfordcypsc.ie/sites/default/files/content/South%20East%20IECMH%20Advisory%20Group%20Strategic%20Plan%202026%20-%202029.pdf
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• Local IECMH Networks: Provide interdisciplinary, reflective practice spaces to 
equip local practitioners with shared skills (p. 5). 
 

The 4-Level Continuum of Practice 
The plan adopts Deborah Weatherston’s framework to categorize services (p. 7): 

• Level 1 (Promotion): Information and training for all families (e.g., Public Health 
Nursing, infant massage) (p. 8). 

• Level 2 (Prevention): Targeted support for higher-risk families (e.g., Circle of 
Security, Solihull Approach) (p. 8). 

• Level 3 (Intervention): Relationship-focused early intervention for at-risk 
children (e.g., Community Families Programme) (p. 8). 

• Level 4 (Treatment): Specialist infant-parent psychotherapy when relationships 
are severely at risk (p. 8). 
 

 Strategic Action Plan (7 Priorities) 
The group identifies seven actionable focus areas to be executed between 2026 and 
2029 (pp. 11, 15): 

1. Governance Structures: Review and map regional and county terms of 
reference by Q3 2026 (p. 11). 

2. Funding: Identify joint funding opportunities with Tusla/CYPSC and build a 
proposal for a dedicated Southeast IECMH Co-ordinator (pp. 11-12). 

3. Service Developments: Map existing services and advocate for a cohesive 
national IECMH strategy (p. 12). 

4. Supporting Practice: Establish a training task group to create a Southeast 
annual professional development plan using HSEland modules and foundation 
courses (pp. 12-13). 

5. Promotion: Build a communications plan using positive language, develop 
parent-friendly materials, and actively target fathers and minority groups (e.g., 
Travellers, Roma, and families in emergency or IPAS housing) (p. 14). 

6. Research: Partner with South East Technological University (SETU) to build an 
evidence-based best practice model (p. 15). 

7. Stakeholder Engagement: Work alongside Patient and Service User 
Engagement Officers to ensure family voices guide service development (p. 15). 

Please click here for full report 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wexfordcypsc.ie/sites/default/files/content/South%20East%20IECMH%20Advisory%20Group%20Strategic%20Plan%202026%20-%202029.pdf
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FUNDING INITIATIVE 

 

 

►€1m in grants to Local Authorities as part of the Culture Programme 

 

 

Minister Patrick O’Donovan, T.D., has officially announced €1.1 million in grants to be 
distributed across all 31 local authorities in Ireland. This funding is dedicated to a 
specialized culture programme celebrating Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union. 

Key Details of the Funding: 

• Widespread Reach: Every local authority in the State will receive an allocation 
to support cultural activities in their specific county. 

• Event Types: The grants will fund a variety of community-focused events, 
including: 

o Festivals and family-friendly activities. 

o Exhibitions and concerts. 

o Talks and workshops. 

• Selection Process: Applications were invited in December 2025 from libraries, 
cultural venues, and existing festivals. The Department of Culture, 
Communications and Sport closed applications on 11 February 2026. 

• Official Launch: While these local grants have been announced, the full wider 
cultural programme for the Presidency is scheduled for unveiling in June 2026, 
following the official launch of the Presidency.  

Minister O'Donovan noted that this initiative is vital to ensure all citizens can engage 
with the Presidency. This local authority strand is part of a broader push to showcase 
Irish arts, which also includes over €1.4 million in Culture Ireland funding for 
international projects.  

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-culture-communications-and-sport/press-releases/minister-patrick-odonovan-announces-over-1m-in-grants-to-local-authorities-as-part-of-the-culture-programme-for-irelands-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-culture-communications-and-sport/press-releases/minister-patrick-odonovan-announces-over-1m-in-grants-to-local-authorities-as-part-of-the-culture-programme-for-irelands-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union/
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TRAVELLER AND ROMA SUPPORTS  

►Traveller and Roma Specific Supports 
 

 
 

mailto:info@travellercounselling.ie
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mailto:tracy@otm.ie
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RECRUITMENT  

►ARC Family Resource Centre 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@arcfrc.ie
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FAMILY LITERACY  
►Free Family Literacy Programme 
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 EVENTS & CAMPAIGNS 

►FDYS Traveller Pride week 2026 
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►Free Youth Art Advocacy Events 
 
These events are also open to young people from other counties within a 150km 
radius with free transport provided for groups of 12 or more. 
 
They are smaller scale interactive events with youth - they are aimed at young carers 
most specifically, but really anyone is welcome as many young carers might want to 
bring a friend and many young people don't ever realise they are a young carers - the 
events focus on 'what, not who you care about' and are an opportunity for young people 
to learn more about social justice, participatory democracy, active citizenship and 
advocacy and we will be making murals linked to social justice and advocacy. 
 
The events are free and lunch is provided, and we can offer free buses within a 150km 
radius for groups of over 12. or public transport tickets/fuel vouchers to independent 
travellers. 
 
They are happening in Roscommon, Wicklow - see links below. 
 
 
 
Art of Caring Youth Advocacy Event Tickets, Saturday, July 18  •  11:30 AM - 4 PM | 
Eventbrite 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ie%2Fe%2Fthe-art-of-caring-advocacy-in-event-youth-led-event-tickets-1984201425878&data=05%7C02%7Cleah.murphy1%40tusla.ie%7C8191de9bb6894ad05f7d08deaf30c577%7Cee9e12c7bca144a2bff48fb8667b6be1%7C0%7C0%7C639140821183660365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E84Ws%2BYF%2Bw0xLELY6ZlcdldvVw7rVzUCqHLBXY2GrY8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ie%2Fe%2Fthe-art-of-caring-advocacy-in-event-youth-led-event-tickets-1984201425878&data=05%7C02%7Cleah.murphy1%40tusla.ie%7C8191de9bb6894ad05f7d08deaf30c577%7Cee9e12c7bca144a2bff48fb8667b6be1%7C0%7C0%7C639140821183660365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E84Ws%2BYF%2Bw0xLELY6ZlcdldvVw7rVzUCqHLBXY2GrY8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ie%2Fe%2Fart-of-caring-youth-advocacy-event-tickets-1989092550363%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Cleah.murphy1%40tusla.ie%7C8191de9bb6894ad05f7d08deaf30c577%7Cee9e12c7bca144a2bff48fb8667b6be1%7C0%7C0%7C639140821183681905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GOEQ%2FJui%2FNidXiOxBAFiG1YvIqy%2B%2FhcvD%2B4d20GY%2FFU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ie%2Fe%2Fart-of-caring-youth-advocacy-event-tickets-1989092550363%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Cleah.murphy1%40tusla.ie%7C8191de9bb6894ad05f7d08deaf30c577%7Cee9e12c7bca144a2bff48fb8667b6be1%7C0%7C0%7C639140821183681905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GOEQ%2FJui%2FNidXiOxBAFiG1YvIqy%2B%2FhcvD%2B4d20GY%2FFU%3D&reserved=0
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►Join us in celebrating Cruinniú na nÓg at Gorey Family Resource 
Centre 
 

 
 
Spaces are limited, so early booking is advised — contact Anne on 089 2732388 to 
reserve your place for all four sessions 
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► Cruinniú na nÓg - Ireland’s national day of free creativity for children 
and young people  
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19 
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►Africa Day 2026 
 

 
 

A Celebration of Culture, Community & Connection 
 
When: Sunday, May 24th 2026, 2pm - 5pm 
Where: Min Ryan Park, Killeens, Wexford 
 
What’s on: This open and welcoming event for all ages is an opportunity to experience 
culture, connect with others, and enjoy a great day out in Wexford. 

• African fashion parade showcasing beautiful textiles, prints and contemporary 
style. 

• African food sampling – a chance to taste a variety of flavours from different 
parts of the continent. 

• Live music, performances and a DJ creating an energetic atmosphere. 
• African drumming  
• Family-friendly activities include: Arts and crafts, Games for children 
• Face painting. 

 
Contact: debbie.roche@fdys.ie 
 

mailto:debbie.roche@fdys.ie
mailto:debbie.roche@fdys.ie
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 ►Wexford Town Library Events  

 

 

 
Lego Free Play every Saturday from 11:00am - 3:00pm. Suitable for ages 5yrs+  
LEGO Free Play tables available on our Children's floor area from 11am to 3pm. Free to 
attend. LEGO will be made available for children and families to build their very own 
designs. Get Creative. Children should be supervised at all times when visiting Wexford 
Library. No booking required. 
 

 
Story Time every  Saturday, 11.00am-11:30am, Suitable for children aged 3–7 years. 
Join us for Story Time in Wexford Library every Saturday morning. Children should be 
supervised at all times when visiting Wexford Library. No booking required. 
 
Sensory Hour, Every Saturday from 4.00pm-5.00pm.  
Sensory Hour supports library users who have sensory, extra, and/or additional needs. 
It offers a calm and sensory family friendly environment. 
 

 
 Rhyme Time, every Wednesday, 11.00am-11:30am. Suitable for children aged 0–3 
years.  
These fun, free and interactive Rhyme Time sessions are perfect for babies and 
toddlers. Children should be supervised at all times when visiting Wexford Library. No 
booking required. 
 
All events are FREE. Wexford Public Libraries App.Access your library 24/7. Online 
resources include eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, eNewspapers, eComics & 
Graphic Novels, music, take eLearning or language courses, business, education, and 
research databases and more. Library membership is free. 
https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/libraries/whats-on-in-my-library 

https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/libraries/whats-on-in-my-library
mailto:wexfordlibrary@wexfordcoco.ie
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►Bunclody Library Events 
 

 
Rhymetime for ages 0 to 5 years - every Wednesday at 11.15am 
Join us for Rhymetime every Wednesday when will have lots of fun nursery rhymes and 
stories suitable for babies and toddlers followed by a Duplo play session. No booking 
required. 
 

 
Sensory Friendly Hour  
Every Saturday from 4.00 to 5.00pm, Sensory Friendly hour will be observed in 
Bunclody Library.We encourage you to come along and relax in the calm environment of 
the library. No booking required. All welcome!  
Sensory Basket 
A sensory basket containing various sensory toys/books available for children to use 
while visiting the library. Just ask at the desk. 
 

 
Saturday Storytime every Saturday, 11.00 to 11.40am 
Join us every Saturday morning for stories and songs for ages 3 to 7 years. No need to 
book - all welcome! 
 

 
Just Read! Junior Book Club - Friday 29th May, 3.30 to 4.00pm 
Join Shane for our Just Read! Junior Book Club for ages 9 to12 years. If you are interested 
in joining the book club, please telephone the library on 053 9375466. 
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►Enniscorthy Library Events 

 
Interactive Spring into Story Time at Enniscorthy Library   
Join us in Enniscorthy Library every Saturday at 11am for our Interactive Story Time!  
Perfect for 3-5 years old but fun for everyone! 
Through the magic of storytelling, children are transported to far-off lands, introduced 
to diverse characters, and exposed to a rich tapestry of language, all while developing 
fundamental literacy skills such as vocabulary acquisition, comprehension, and 
phonological awareness. 
All welcome and no booking required.  
Please register here: https://wexfordcoco.libcal.com/event/4528210 

 
Interactive Story Time at Enniscorthy Library 
Join us in Enniscorthy Library every Saturday at 11am for our Interactive Story Time!  
Perfect for 3-5 years old but fun for everyone! 
 All welcome and no booking required. 

 
LEGO Free Play at Enniscorthy Library - every Saturday 11.30am-5pm.  
Enniscorthy Library invites you and your family to join us for a session of LEGO Free Play,  
LEGO will be made available for children and families to build their very own designs. 
This session is suitable for ages 5+. 
Please note we're closed for lunch from 1pm-2pm. 
No Booking Required  

 
Sensory Friendly Hour at Enniscorthy Library - Every Saturday from 4-5pm 
Sensory Friendly Hour will be observed in Enniscorthy Library. 
We encourage you to come along and relax in the calm environment of the library.  No 
booking required. All welcome!  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwexfordcoco.libcal.com%2Fevent%2F4528210&data=05%7C02%7Cleah.murphy1%40tusla.ie%7Ccac038178dc64f98687008de90c85cd6%7Cee9e12c7bca144a2bff48fb8667b6be1%7C0%7C0%7C639107387664600378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fzxk5Yb%2BP8ZeEmRJNpRrmEy%2Fk5kcq6JdnP2xfwn%2FyUg%3D&reserved=0
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Baby and Toddler Rhyme Time at Enniscorthy Library - every Tuesday at 10.30am 
Join us in Enniscorthy Library for songs, stories and rhymes!  
Perfect for up to 3 years old but fun for everyone! 
Through rhymes children naturally learn essential skills for communicating such as 
turn-taking and joining in. 
All welcome and no booking required. 
 

 
Biodiversity Big Screen - Family Movie, Saturday, May 23rd @ 2.15pm 
Take time out this May and join us for Biodiversity Big Screen- Family Movie. 
Gather your family and friends and enjoy a feel-good story of wildlife, rhythm and 
resilience in a welcoming setting of the library. 
We'll have comfortable seating and fantastic movie that’s perfect for all ages.  
Best of all, it's free and open to everyone! 
Contact the library for more information. 
Booking essential. 
Please register here: https://wexfordcoco.libcal.com/event/4536823 
 

 
Comic Club for Teens, Friday, May 29th @3.30pm 
Love a good story told in both pictures and words? Want to meet like-minded people? 
Join fellow comic book lovers for a discussion, board games and a chat. 
If you are between the ages of 13 and 15 years, why not drop in and see for 
yourself! Take a friend with you. 
The library is a relaxed environment where you will be able to chat and share views with 
no judgement, interesting conversation, and lots of chat & fun!  
Please register here: https://wexfordcoco.libcal.com/event/4538411 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwexfordcoco.libcal.com%2Fevent%2F4536823&data=05%7C02%7Cleah.murphy1%40tusla.ie%7C633ae060470645225f7708deac60c8a7%7Cee9e12c7bca144a2bff48fb8667b6be1%7C0%7C0%7C639137729050663589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8j5779JoOQMJEivC5viQr8bY3or8MLTC8U07PFi7Jbs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwexfordcoco.libcal.com%2Fevent%2F4538411&data=05%7C02%7Cleah.murphy1%40tusla.ie%7C633ae060470645225f7708deac60c8a7%7Cee9e12c7bca144a2bff48fb8667b6be1%7C0%7C0%7C639137729050691673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UWvgT5T98RXrr159MydJadDXQNryh%2B2od5im%2F5xUhI4%3D&reserved=0
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►New Ross Library Events 
 

 
Join us in New Ross Library every Thursday at 11.00am for a fun-packed session with 
lots of stories, rhymes and songs! Just come along, no booking required 
https://wexfordcoco.libcal.com/event/4158186 

 

 

►Gorey Library Events 
 
Adult Events for May: 

 

Bring Your Own Craft Day: Saturday, May 23rd 10:30am-12:30pm 

 

Regular Adult Events 

 
Lifting the Lid Public Piano: First Monday of the Month at 2:30pm 
 

 
Ciorcal Comhrá: First Tuesday of the Month at 7:00pm 
AND NEW: Second Tuesday of the Month at 2:00pm 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwexfordcoco.libcal.com%2Fevent%2F4158186&data=05%7C02%7Cleah.murphy1%40tusla.ie%7C487b86de73924098a59b08de866a5f39%7Cee9e12c7bca144a2bff48fb8667b6be1%7C0%7C0%7C639095988599264174%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fe7V%2FNBzbaufYEqATsh9Fhie0pMn3ielNoUcvzirkD4%3D&reserved=0
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English Conversation Circle: First Saturday of the Month at 2:30pm 
 

 
Happy to Chat Coffee Morning: Second Monday of the Month at 11:00am  
 

 
La Leche League Breastfeeding Support: Second Wednesday of the Month at 10:30am 
 

 
Gorey Library Film Club: Second Thursday of the Month at 2:30pm 
 

 
Scrabble Club: Every Tuesday at 7:00pm 
 

 
Knitting Circle: Every Friday at 11:00am 
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Wordsmiths Writing Group: Every Friday at 2:00pm 

 

Regular Children’s Events: 

 
Children’s Storytime: Every Tuesday at 11:00am 
Age: 3-5 
 

 
Baby Rhyme Time: Every Thursday at 10:30am 
Age: 0-3 
 
 

 
LEGO Freeplay: Every Saturday at 10:30am 
 

 
Sensory Hour: Every Saturday at 4:00pm 
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Adult Book Clubs and Reading Circles: 

 

Short Story Reading Club: Third Thursday of the Month at 7:00pm 

 

Book of the Month Book Club: Last Tuesday of the Month at 7:00pm 

 

Wexford Library Service Online Book Club: Last Wednesday of the Month at 11:00am 

 

Children’s Book Clubs and Discussion Groups:  

 
Graphic Novel Book Discussion: Second Tuesday of the Month at 4:00pm 
Age: 9-12 
 

 
Book Worm Book Circle: Last Tuesday of the Month at 4:00pm 
Age: 9-12 
 

 
YA Unreal Book Club: Third Thursday of the Month at 4:30pm 
Age:12-15 
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►Requesting details of parenting events taking place in June for 
promotion under the Supporting Parents communications campaign 
 

Thank you for continuing to support the Supporting Parents communications campaign 
by informing us of upcoming events in your area. 

We are now seeking details of any parenting initiatives which will be taking place in 
June. As with previous months, a selection of these events will be promoted across 
DCDE social media channels to raise awareness among parents of the supports 
available to them in their locality. Details of upcoming events can be provided via a 
short survey by clicking here.  

 

It would be appreciated if details of any upcoming events could be provided by Friday 
29 May.  

You can check across DCDE social channels for your event and please feel free to like 
and share our social posts. We also encourage you to circulate this email to any service 
within your network that may have an upcoming parenting event which they wish to 
promote. 

May we request that information on upcoming events is submitted through the survey 
link above. However, if you experience any issues using the survey or if you have any 
queries, please do not hesitate to email parentingsupport@dcde.gov.ie for assistance. 

Kind regards 

 

The Parenting Support Policy Unit 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Feusurvey%2Frunner%2Fcommscalandar2023&data=05%7C02%7Cleah.murphy1%40tusla.ie%7C3cce9965b03948fc8e2708deb4ce8919%7Cee9e12c7bca144a2bff48fb8667b6be1%7C0%7C0%7C639146996309566208%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D7U%2F5A8rHiFwf7cml%2BdDgOUolFF4E%2BbAp4ZJS6bg9%2BI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:parentingsupport@dcde.gov.ie

